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'T is @ double"Pleaſure lo Me that ths plain Ser- 
mam gave ſuch univerſal Satisfaction; to many 
— —— — 4 
Church of England. As I fincerely meant to do ſome 
Good by it, I cannot but be pleaſed that you think is 
likely to anſwer my honeft Intention; and, if you had 
not been of that Opinion, ſeveral of yau would nat 
have defired to have it made publick,, nor ſo readily. 
have contributed towards the Expence of printing and 
circulating it. If, upon a more careful Peruſal of ths 
* Joufmd no reaſon to alter your favourable Sentiments, I 
bope, others will contribute towards extending its Iu- 
fluence by fpreading its Circulation. 

Your unexpetted (uncxpetied, I mean, as to the 
Degree of it) Approbation gives Me an additional 
SatisfatTion, as it is. a Proof, of what I always 

| thought, that if a Clergyman gives his People reaſon 
1s belieue that be really loves them, and means nothing 
hut to do them all the Good be can by his Miniſterial 
Offices, and to give them all the Pleaſure he can by a ' 
reſpetiful and obliging Behaviour, they will never take 
Offence at any decent Freedom in bis Doctrine; any 
more than a Patient will be angry with his Phyſician 
for preſcribing an unpleaſant Medicine. I have al- 
ways dealt freely, becauſe -I-thought my ſelf bound in 
Duty to deal honeſtly by you; and you have been ſo 
Juſt ta me and to your ſelves as to accept my Freedoms 


hnidly, 


rr 


& = 28 | 
kindly. Your Reſpett and Kindneſs, give me Leave Is 
ſay, is a Credit to You, as well as 10 Me, as bey 
Sow from your Opinion of my Conduct in the Dif 
charge of my Duty. If my Circumſtances would per- 
mit me, I might honourably bribe your Aﬀettions by 
AZs of Hoſpitality and Charity; and ſuch Bribes, 
were I capable of beſtowing them, I ſhould profuſely 
give. But, God knows, I am oblig'd ta uſe other 
Methods of conciliating your Good-will, and I am 
thankful to God and to you for giving Succeſs to them. 
May ihe ſame good Underſtanding always continue be. 
tween us. This I promiſe you, that my affettionate 
Regard for you and fincere Endeavour to ſerve you 
I comtinue, and I will not ſuſpect the Continuance 
a ſuitable Return. 4 eb AA | 
be Head upon Patronage, and ſome Part of that 
about Lukewarmneſs, are added fince I preached the 
Sermon, but the reſt of it is, in Subſtance, much the 
fame, ibo bave made it more accurate. If I have 
improved it in any Reſpect ſo as that it may better an- 
fever the End of its Publication, you will be the more 


I am, 
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1 the Thing that is Good, the AE 4 
means, the true worſhip of God; and, as 
ü a Puniſhment upon them for their Im- 
piety in departing from it, he tells them that 
the Euemy, (meaning the King of Afſyria) ſhould 
purſue them and make a Prey of them. 

The 1/frachites were the peculiar People of 
God, ſeparated from the reſt of f the World by 
an expreſs Covenant between God and them, 
wherein were mutual Stipulations. God, on 
| his Part, promiſed to take them under his 
mor? immediate Protection, and to grant them 
all kinds of temporal Felicity. The People 
engaged to acknowledge him as the only true 
God, to worſhip him only, and to obſerve the 
Laws contained in the Covenant. But, toge- 
ther with the Promiſe of Bleſſings, to their O- 
bedience, there was annexed a moſt dreadful 
. Denunciation of Vengeance in caſe of Idolatry 
and Diſobedience. The Hiſtory of this Peo- 
ple is a Proof of God's Veracity ; of the cer- 
tain Performance of his Promiſes, and as cer- 


tain an Execution of his Menaces, While 


B s they 


(2) 

they continued faithful, they were always pro- 
tected and bleſſed; whenever they revolted, 
they were as conſtantly ſcourged, and at laſt 
when the Meaſure of their Iniquities was full, 
when they were ripe for Vengeance, they were 
totally deſtroyed. | 

But God is not the God of the Fews only, 
but alſo of the Gentiles, He is the univerſal 
King of the whole World, to whom all Man- 
Kind, by the immutable Law of Creation, owe 
Obedience; and as he is the Univerſal Go- 
vernour, he will not fail to maniſg his Domi- . 
nion, and preſerve the Honour of his Authority, 
by ſome publick Acts of his Power. As ra- 
tional Creatures we are bound to the obſervance 
of ſuch moral Precepty as are the reſult of our 
Natures. As Perſons who live under the Light 
of an external Revelation, thoſe Natural Laws 
are enjoined by a poſitive Command, together 
with an Addition of particular Doctrines and 
Duties reſpecting the Nature and Worſhip of 
God: And, tho” the Sanctions of the Chriſtian 
Covenant be principally future Rewards and 
Pur iſhments, yet from God's moral Attributes, 
from his own Declarations, and from the Hi- 
ſtory of his Diſpenſations recorded in the Bible, 
we may reaſonably infer, that national Wicked- 
neſs and a caſting off of the Chriſtian Doctrines 
and Worfhip will be puniſhed, in this World 
as well as in the next, by ſome national V iſita- 
tion, tho? not ſo — and regularly as 
under the Fewiſh Diſpenſation, which was 
guarded in a particular manner by Temporal 
Sanctions. Upon this Belief it is, that we are 
called together by publick Authority, and I 
hope it is upon the ſame ſincere Conviction, . 
and not merely in compliance with a civil In- 

tos OM junction, 
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junction, that we are here aſſembled, in order 
to acknowledge the ſinful State of this Nation 
and the Addition that we have made to the 
Stock of national Wickedneſs by our own 
ſonal Sins; to humble our ſelyes before for 
them ; to implore his Pardon, and to depre- 
cate thoſe Judgments which we have great Rea- 
ſon to dread, becauſe we ſo well deſerve them ; 
and to ſupplicate that Divine Aſſiſtance with- 

out which the grea eateſt human Wiſdom cannot 
promiſe its ſelf any Succeſs from its Counſels, 
= the r human Force may prove mere 


Weakneſs and Impotency. 
That we may ” ſome meaſure anſwer the 


pious Intenſion of this ſolemn meeting I ſhall 
Firſt, Obſerve to you, that publick Calami- 


ties are inflicted upon Communities by the. 


Hand of Go o, either for their Correction and 
Reformation, or for their final Deſtruction. 


Secondly, I ſhall inform you, from the Autho- 


rity of God's own Word, for what Sorts of 


Wickedneſs He, in the conſtant Courſe of hi 
Providence, has uſually puniſhed Nations withs 
Temporal Calamities; in order 


Thirdly, To enquire into the Condition of 


our own Country, that we may judge what Rea- 
ſon we have to apprehend that we ſhall feel the 
_ vindictive Hand of the Supreme Being for our 
many and crying Sins. After which, I ſhall 


ry ho- 
in our 
dignation, 


' Fourthly, Offer you my Sentiments 
neſtly and plainly concerning our 
ſeveral Stations for averting God's 


or mitigating the Severity of it. N 
B 2 Nini. 
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Hf, 1 Fr" remind * you, FP publik Cala- 
mities are inflicted by the Hand of God, either 
for the Correction and Reformation, or for the 
final Deſtruction of a wicked People. 

It is perfectly agreeable to our natural Con- 
ceptions of the Supreme Being to ſuppoſe, that 
He does concern himſelf in the Affairs of his 
Creatures; and we ſhould entertain very unwor- 
thy Thoughts of his Attributes, if we did not 
believe it, It was owing to a falſe and low O- 
pinion of the Divine Nature, that the Epicu- 
reans imagined. God to be an inactive Being. 
For, had they conſidered how eaſy it is for 
Onniſcience to attend to all the Actions and 
Thoughts. of all his Creatures at the fame Time, 
and how eaſy it it for Omnipotence to rule and 
direct them all, they could not have judged a 
Providence to be any Interruption to the Hap- 
pineſs of God: And if they had conceived juſt 
Notions of the Divine Goodneſs, they would not 
have thought it below his Dignigy, but perfect- 
ly agreeable'to his tranſcendent Excellency, to 
govern Beings to whom it was not below him 
to give Exiſtence. And if God governs the 
World he will as certainly diſcover a Provi- 
dence. to his Creatures, as he has. manifeſted 
himſelf to be the Creator of the World. And 
as he is a. Being of Infinite Juſtice.and Holineſs, 
who cannot avoid having a natural Hatred of 
Vice, and Love of Virtue; he will countenance 
the one, and diſcountenance the other, in ſuch a 
ſolemn and publick Manner, as may vindicate 
his Juftice and Holineſs in this World, as well 
as in the next.” Tho? at the Day of judgment 
only will be the final Retribution, when every 
one ſhal! receive © his Reward or Puniſhment ex- 

_ | 


43 

actly proportionable to his Works; yet if he 
ſhews, that he does interpoſe in the Govern- 
ment of us, He muſt ſhew that He is a righteous 
Governour, by giving ſome Teſtimonies of 
his Love of good Men, and his Diſlike of 
wicked Men. Beſides, as Aflictions are a na- 
tural Means of correcting and reforming us, we 
may from thence conclude, that infinite Wiſ- 
dom will not negle& to make uſe of Inſtru- 
ments ſo well adapted to the Purpoſes of Im- 
provement. All this is perfectly agreeable to 
our natural Apprehenſions of God. 190012 


But the Doctrine of a Providence, and of 


God's ſending AMlictions upon private Perſons ' 
and publick Communities, theſe Points are eſta- 
bliſhed in the Bible beyond Contradiction, 
where People believe the Truth of it. Provi- 
dence interpoſes much more particularly, as to 
private Perſons, than moſt of us imagine, fre- 
quently making our Vices the Means of correc- 
ting and puniſhing each other, without deſtroy- 
ing our Free Agency; and in the Scriptures are 
recorded many Inſtances of God's puniſhing 
particular Sins by being, Himſelf, the more im- 
mediate and open Executioner of his Ven- 
geance *, But I am at preſent only concerned 
with public Calamities. However, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that if God has ſo often viſited, and does 
ſtill viſit particular Perſons, either in Mercy to 
reclaim them, ot, in order to make them Exam- 


* I cannot help taking this Opportunity of recommending 
two Books upon Providence. The Firſt is a Proof of a par- 
ticular Providence from Scripture, in Anſwer to Mr. Chub, by 
Mr. Fackſon. The other is the Great Dean Sher/oct's Piece 
upon Providence; which, in my Judgment, is one of the beſt 
and nobleſt Books that ever was written by a mere Man, and 
worthy of any one's Pe uſal, let his Knowledge be ever ſo ex- 


tenhve. 
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(6) 
ples of his Indignation, the Honour of his 
Authority and Laws ſeems to be much more 
concerned in the Chaſtiſement and Puniſhment 
of Societies and Communities, And, according- 
ly all the World have been of Opinion that God 

oes puniſh Nations in their publick Capacity, 
and that National Calamities are the Effedts of 
his ſpecial Providence ; not by permitting 
Things to take their ordinary Courle, but by 
directing them by an over-ruling Power; in 
conſequence of which Opinion in Times of Na- 
tional Diſtreſs they have conſtantly had re- 
courſe to Sacrifices in order to appeaſe the Di- 
vine Wrath: — 

But let us hear the Declarations of God Him- 
ſelf, The Prophet Iſaiah ſays, Ch. xxiv. 1. 


„ Behold, the Lord maketh the Earth empty 


« and maketh it waſte, and turneth it upſide 
« down, and ſcattereth abroad the Inhabitants 


of the Earth,” Again, Ch. xlv. 7. © I make 


« Peace and create Evil. I the Lord do all 
* theſe Things.” To the ſame 9 ſays 
Amos, Ch. iii. 6. Shall there be Evil in a 
City and the Lord hath not done it?” And 
if from general Declarations, plain and full as 
Words can expreſs them, 'we turn to all the 
Inſtances of national and publick Calamities re- 
corded in the Bible, They are expreſsly aſcribed 
to the Interpoſal of Omnipotence. It was Gop 
thas brought the Flood upon the World. It 
was God that rained down Fire and Brimſtone 
from Heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the Cities about them. It was Gop that inflict- 
ed ſo many Plagues upon Egypt; that over- 
threw Pharaoh and his Army in the Red- Sea; 
that deſtroyed ſo many Nations by the Hands 


of the Jfaelites. He ſays, that it was Hz who 


raiſed 


raiſed up ſo many Enemies to the Ferns; who 
gave them up to the Sword; who ſent them 
into Captivity; who viſited them with Peſti- 
lence, with Famine, with Drought, and other 
ſuch national Evils; which are in Scripture 
called God's Hoſt, and his Army. When the 
Prophets give us an Account of the Deſtruction 
of Ninevy, of Babylon, and other Cities, God 
Himſelf is ſaid to be the Author of it. Various 
are the Ways by which God brings about theſe 
angry Purpoſes. He has all the Elements, all 
Nature at his Command, and without altering 
their Laws, He can employ them in his Service. 
He has all the ſecret Inclinations and Affections 
of human Nature under his Inſpection and 
Controul, and without altering the Man can 
alter his Pur poſes and direct his Paſſions ; as we 
may change the Courſe of a River without 
changing the Properties of the Water. He 
ſtirs up one ambitious Nation to puniſh another. 
He does not make that King, or People ambi- 
tious, but ſer ves Himſelf upon their ambitious In- 
clinations, by directing where they ſhall operate, 
and facilitating their Succeſs by an invifible Aſ- 
ſiſtance; ſo that all ſuch Events are as proper- 
ly produced by Gop, and are as much his do- 
ing, as if He did them without the Mediation 
of ſecond Cauſes. This I apprehend to be the 
common Method by which God has governed 
the World. But ſometimes he has interpoſed 
in a more abſolute Way; not by directing, but 
over-ruling ſecond Cauſes, as well as acting with- 
out them: As alſo, with Regard to Men's Paſ- 
ſions and Purpoſes, He has fometimes ſuggeſted 
Deſigns, and at other times forceably hindered 
Deſigns from being put in Execution. Only this 
one Obſervation muſt conſtantly be borne in 
_ | Mind, 
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—— — — 


(8) 


Mind, that God never ſo far over. rules free Agency 


as to force any Man to have wicked Inclinations. 1 


Secondly, Having ſhewn c undeniable Teſti: Rf 
monies from Scripture, and by Arguments drawn 
from the moral Attributes of the divine Nature, 
that God has always viſited, and will always viſit 
wicked Nations with publick Calamities, either 
for their Reformation, or Deſtruction ; our 
next Enquiry. muſt be into the Account which 


the Scriptures have given us of the Sorts of 


Sins for which He has viſited Nations. I ſhall 
trace this Matter up to the firſt publick Ven- 


geance that God took on Mankind, by cauſing 


a general Inundation, that ſwept away Man and 
Beaſt, and every living-thing that was upon the 
Earth, except thoſe few which He preſerved in 
the Ark. And we have this Account of the 
Reaſon why God took ſuch a ſevere Courſe with 
the old World. «© And God ſaw that the 
« Jickedneſs of Man was Great, and that eve- 
« ry Imagination of the Thoughts of his 
« Heart was only Evil continually, and it re- 
« pented the Lord that he had made Man.“ 
From whence it appears, that a General Corrup- 
tion of Mind and Manners was the Occafion of 
the Flood. 

The ſame Reaſon is allgned for the Deſtruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, And the 
« Lord ſaid, becauſe. the Cry (meaning by 
« that Expreſſion, that the Heinouſneſs of 
« their Sins called aloud for Vengeance) is 
very great, and becauſe their Sin is very 
% grievous, I will go down and enquire,” This 
Account agrees exactly with the former, in re- 
preſenting Vice and Wickedneſs in general as the 
Reaſon of their Deſtruction. 

Pharaoh 
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(9) 
' Pharaoh and his People were deſtroyed for 
their Cruelties to the Children of ira, as Ba- 
bylon afterwards met with the ſame Fate, for that 
Reaſon in particular, tho? their other grievous 


 Abominations conſpired to make them fit Ob- 
jects of God's Wrath. The Guilt of the Egyp- 


tians was aggravated to a very high Degree, by 
diſputing the Sovereign Dominion of God, and 
refuſing to let the 1/raelites go, notwithſtanding 
the many miraculous Plagues which he wrought 
for their Conviction. Hitherto the Reaſons of 
God's Judgments are General, ſuch Vices as 
all Nations may be equally guilty of, viz. Inſi- 
delity, Rebellion againſt God, as the Goyernor 
of che World, cruel Oppreſſion, &c.  _ 
Exactly Correſpondent to this Account is that 
which Moſes gives of the Reaſons of the final 
Deſtruction of thoſe Nations which God de- 
ſtroyed by the [/aelites ; which Reaſons Om- 
niſcience foreſaw when he promiſed to give 
them Poſſeſſion of thoſe Countries. Deut. ix. 4. 
& Speak not thou in thine Heart after that the 
« Lord thy God doth caſt them out from be- 
« fore thee, ſaying, for my Righteouſneſs the 
„ Lord hath brought me in to poſſeſs this 
« Land, but for the Wickedneſs of theſe Na- 
&* tions the Lord doth drive them out.” 
The T[/raelites, though, as I have already ob- 


| ſerved, there was ſomething peculiar in their 


Caſe on Account of their being in Covenant 


with God, yet they were puniſhed for ſuch Sins 


as had no Relation to their particular Circum- . 
ſtances, but for general Vices and Immoralities z 
not only for offending againſt God as the God 
of Tfrael, but as the God and Lord of the 
whole World. We mult attend to the Relation 
which the Prophets have made of this Matter. 


( 10 } 
Hear what Tſaiah ſays on this Head. Ch. iii, 14. 
„„ The Lord will enter Judgment with the An- 
* tjents of the People, and the Princes there- 
* of; for ye have eaten up the Vineyard, the 
© Spoil of the Poor is in your Houſes. What 
“ mean ye that ye beat my People to pieces, 
* and grind the Faces of the Poor, ſaith the 
Lord God of Hoſts? Moreover, the Lord 
« fanh, becauſe the Daughters of Zion are 
« haughty, and walk with ſtretched-out Necks, 
„ and wanton Eyes, walking and mincing as 
« they go, therefore the Lord will ſmite with 
« the Scab, Sc. Hear the ſame Prophet de- 
nouncing the Judgments of God in the fifth 
Chapter, againſt. his Vineyard, the Houſe of 
Iſrael. I willay it waſte, it ſhall not be 
% pruned nor digged, but there ſhall come up 
4 Briars and Thorns; I will alſo command 
„ the Clouds, that they rain no Rain upon it. 
&« For the Vineyard of the Lord of Hofts is 
« the Houfe of Tae, and the Men of Judab 
« his pleafant Plant; and he looked for Fudg- 
* ment, but behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteouſneſs, 
&« but behold a Cry. — We unto them that 
% join Houſe to Houſe, that lay Field to Field, 
till there be no Place, that they may be 
placed alone in the midſt of the Earth. — 
« Wo unto them that-rife up early in the Morn- 
© ing that they may follow ſtrong Drink, that 
continue until Night till Wine inflame them. 
« Therefore my People are gone into Captivi- 
<< ty.” In the xxii. Ch. of Azek. ver. 6, Ec. 
we have a recital of the Sins for which God 
threatened to puniſh Feru/alem, viz. ſhed- 
| ding of Blood, deſpiſing Parents, Oppreſſion, 
1 « yexing the Fatherleſs and Widow, deſpiſing 
| „Holy Things, and profaning Sabbaths, 1 
6« ceſt, 
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& ceft, Extortion, unjuſt Gain, Adultery, Sc.“ 
Much to the fame Purpoſe is Hlabbakuck's 
Charge againſt Chaldea, Ch. ii. In another Place 
the ſcant Meaſure and the Bag of deceitful 
Weights are mentioned among other Vices 
that provoked God to puniſh them, If theſe 
Inſtances were not ſufficient I could cite Paſ- 
fages for every Immorality, but I ſhall inſtance 
in but one more, and that ought not to be 
omitted, becauſe it is ſo ſeverely ſtigmatized as 
a Vice the moſt odious to God, and the Cauſe 
of the Ruin of private Perſons, and the Over- 
throw of Kingdoms. Says Laiab, Ch. ii. 11, 
12. The lofty Looks of Man ſhall be hum- 
5 bled, and the Haughtineſs of Man ſhall be 
* brought down, and the Lord alone ſhall be 
« exalted in that Day. For the Day of the 
« Lord of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that 
« js lifted up, and he ſhall be brought low — 
*« v. 21. Wo unto them that are wiſe in their 
* own Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight. 
* xxXiii. 9. The Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed 


_ & jr to ſtain the Pride of all Glory, and to bring 


“ into Contempt all the Honourable of the 
« Earth.“ This is the conſtant Language of 
Scripture. In the roth Ch. it is ſaid, © that 
* God would ſend the King of Mia, to pu- 
te niſh the Fews for their Hypocriſy, and that 
after he ſhould have performed the whole 
& Work which God intended, he would then 
4 punith the ſtout Heart of that proud Prince, 
* and the Glory of his high Looks, tor ſay- 
* ing, that he did it by the Strengrh of his 


„ own Hand, and by his own Wiſdom.” 


Since we ſee the Method of God's dealing 
with ſinful Nations, and jor what Vices they 
have been chaſtiſed and puniſhed, it concerns 

; . us 


1 


us to look narrowly into our ſelves and ſee 
what Reſemblance there is between us and 
thoſe People who have felt the Rod of AMic- 
tion, that we may prevent the like Fate by a 
timely Repentance. This is a Part of my Diſ- 
courſe which cannot be more offenſive to others 
than it is diſagreeable to my ſelf ; but probing, 
tho? it gives Pain to the tender Operator, as well 
as to the Patient, is abſolutely neceſſary to a 
thorough Cure. | 


Thirdly, But where ſhall I begin to draw the 
Compariſon ? Or where ſhall I find room for ſo 
large a Deſcription at the End of a Diſcourſe ?— 
If I could follow the I horemonger into his dark 
Receſſes, what Scenes of Lewdneſs and Ob- 
ſcenity ſhould I diſcover! Were I capable of 
ſeeing all the ſecret and indirect Methods that 
are made uſe of in the way of Trade and Bui. 
neſs, 1 am afraid they would equal, at leaſt, the 
ſcant Meaſure and deceitful Weights which the 
Prophets complained of in their Times. Were 
we to examine the common Intercourſe of Men 
in the way of Acquaintance, and Friendſhip, 
we ſhoald find Numbers of them as deceitful 
in their Profeſſions of Eſteem, as they are 
fraudulent and tricking in their Tranſactions ; 
profeſſing the higheſt Opinion and the kind- 
eſt Intentions while they have the greateſt 
Indifferency, if not a Diſlike towards thoſe 
whom they careſs, and, perhaps, are privately do- 
ing them ill Offices, | 

But why ſhould I waſte your Time in ima- 
gining what paſſes in ſecret, where no Eye, but 
that of Omniſcience, can penetrate, when our 
open Streets, our publick Places, and High- 
ways will afford ſo much Matter of melanchol- 


ly . 
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ly Complaint. Is it poſſible to ſtir out without 
having our Ears grated with Oaths and Curſes ; 
thoſe Names which claim our moſt awful and 
affectionate Veneration proſtituted to the loweſt. 
and moſt impertinent Uſes in Converſation, or 
ſtill more infamouſly abuſed in wiſhing Damna- 
tion to themſelves and others. The Profana- 
tion of the Sabbath the Scriptures every where 
repreſent as a Sin very provoking to God; 
and the Chriſtian Sabbath, though it be not to 
be obſerved in the ſame Manner with the Jewiſb, 
yet, as it is dedicated td Chriſtian Worſhip and 
other Religious Uſes the Profanation of it 
muſt be altogether as criminal. And how 
ſhamefully is it profandd among us, not only 
by neglecting the public& Worſhip on that 
Day, not only by neglecting to employ ſome 
part of it, at leaſt, at Home a reading and 
meditating, but by taking unneceſſary Journeys 
and following ſecular Occupations, and that 
openly too, without Moleſtation; while others 
privately miſemploy it in their own Houſes. 
Publick Inns make no ſcruple of keeping their 
Doors open, and eatertaining Company in Time 
of Divine Service ; and, though the Law re- 
uires it, no body will offer to viſit them. In 

ſome of theſe Houſes of Entertainment there 
is ſuch Rioting as to be a Nuſance to their 
Neighbours, and yet no body will attempt to 
get them ſuppreſſed, or regulated. Backbiting 
and ſlandering and every kind of uncharitable 
Cenſure are as frequent as if Humanity were 
no part of the Law of Nature, nor brotherly 
Love any part of Chriſtianity. Tale-bearing 
is ſo general, that many make it their Employ- 
ment; and there is ſo little Regard to Truth, 
that you ſeldom can depend upon any Thing 
; that 
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that you hear. It is not a very agreeable-Pic. 
cure — I have drawn, but it is a ſtrong Like- 
neſs; and, I fear, moſt other Towns in the 
Kingdom, as well as this, might have far for it, 

But let us riſe from our low and obfcure Si- 
tuation, and remove the Enquiry into the Con- 
duct of Perſons in higher Life. To ufe the Pro- 
phet Jeremy's Words, Surely theſe are poor, they 
are fooliſh, for they know not the Way of the 
Lord nor the Judgments of their God. I will 

me unto the Great Men and ſpeak unto 
them. The others are illiterate and ignorant, 
but theſe by the Advantages of their Education 
have had better Opportunities of knowing their 
Duty, and by reaſon of the great Bleſſings af- 
forded them are under greater Obligations to 
rform it ; but many of them, far from mak. 
ing ſuitable Improvements of their Advantages, 
and grateful Returns to Providence, have abuſed 
them to the Purpoſes of Vice. Inſtead of being 
Examples to thoſe who would be influenced by 
them, they are Patterns of Impiety and Irreli- 
gion. They not only live without God in the 
World, but deny his Being and Providence, 
They not only neglect all private and publick 
Prayer, a neceſſary Acknowledgment of our 
Dependance on our Creator, but make a Jeſt 
of the Duty. The Sabbath (as is too well 
known, thoſe Enormities being now made no 
great Secret of ) is ſpent at Gaming Tables at 
their own Houſes, or more publickly profaned 
by traveling on that Day, without the leaſt pre- 
tence of Neceſſity, but in utter Contempt of 
the Conſtitution of our Country. This Impie- 
ty is become ſo common, about London in par- 
ticular, that our Roads are as full of Carriages 


and Horſes on a you as on any other AR 
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And no wonder that Trades-people, ſome out 
of an Ambition to imitate the Quality and Gen- 
try, others out of Conveniency, ſhould run in- 
to the Practice. They cannot give themſelves 
any other Day of Pleaſure without ſome Tem- 
poral Loſs; and as they cannot put Spiritual Ad- 
vantages into their Pocket and carry them to 
Market, it is natural for them to prefer what 
they can feel and ſee and negotiate, to inviſible, 
tho' infinitely ſuperior Bleſſings. Luxury and 
Voluptuouſneſs are become the Buſineſs of the 
Faſhionable arfd Polite; and, as the neceſſary 
Conſequence of theſe expenſive Vices, becauſe 
the neceſſary Means of ſupporting them, a ge- 
neral Corruption has ſpread itſelf thro* the 
Land, to the Subverſion of all Principle, and 
the publick Good. When the Luft of Ambi- 
tion, or an intemperate Appetite towards Gran- 
deur, or Pleafure rages, it ſoon eats out all 
Senſe of Duty, all Regard to the Community, 
to their Friends, or Relations; and every ge- 
nerous Conſideration muſt be ſacrificed to their 
narrow Attachment to their Scheme of preſent 
_ Enjoyment. And to keep one another in Coun- 
tenance, they induſtriouſly labour to make 
People believe that Corruption 1s become a ne- 
ceſſary Expedient of Government. I wonder 
not at all, that ſhameleſs Proſtitutes ſhould have 
the Aſſurance to advance any thing that will 
ſerve their Ends; but I have been, even in this 
Age, a little ſurpriſed to hear Perſons of ſome 
Character and ſome Underſtanding turn Advo- 
cates for ſo wicked and ſo weak a Maxim; a 
Scheme of Government that muſt in a little 
time defeat its own End, But, what is at pre- 
ſent my more immediate Concern to take no- 
tice of, ſuch Vices not only tend, in their 2 
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tutal Confequences to the Deſtruction of their 
Country, but God, as ſure as there is one, 
+ - will viſit a Nation that is guilty of them. 
But there is another Sort of Covetouſneſs, or 
ii | "worldly Mindedneſs that is become as Epidemical 
if astharabove-mentioned ; and that, too, among 
{1 Perſons of Character for moral Virtue. And, 
| yet, there is hardly any Vice more oppro- 

ouſly treated, or more ſeverely threatened 
| with temporal as well as eternal Puniſhment. 

| And there is very good Reaſon for it, becauſe 
ki it takes Poſſeſſion of the Heart and Affections, 
1 and draws them off from the Love and Ser- 
if vice of God, for which Reafon the Scripture calls 
ih it Idolatry, a worſhipping and ſerving the Crea- 
ture more than the Creator, or at leaſt beſides 
him. Worſbipping any Thing is, Efteeming, 
Loving, Serving, and Confiding in it as our 
Principal Happineſs and Support. If they ſet 
up this Idol in their Heart, as* the conſtant 

Object of their Thoughts, Wiſhes and Truſt, this 
is robbing God of that Honour and Love and 
Service, which he claims as our ſupreme Lord, 
and ſupreme Good. Men of this Turn, what- 
ever Principles they may Hhabitually entertain, in 
Specwation, will, occafionally, act in Oppoſition 
to them, in fayour of their darling Scheme of 
acquiring Riches. Tho* theſe Men are not 
more criminal in the Sight of God than thoſe 
who defire Wealth, in order to conſume it up- 
on their Luſts, or to ſupport their Grandeur, 
yet they act more abſurdly and fooliſhly, The 
Senſualiſt and the Ambitious propoſe ſome rea- 
ſonable End to themfelves in getting Riches, 
for they do it that they may have the Means of 
gratifying a Paſſion that has ſome real Founda- 
tion in their Nature, whereas"the Muckworm, 
who 
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who ſo affiduouſly purſues his worldly Schemes, 
only that he may get poſſeſſion of fo much more 


Money, and leave ſo much more behind him, 
can receive no other Pleaſure from ſuch Acqui- 
ſitions than what conſiſts in ſatisfying an unna- 


_ tural Appetite, that is perpetually torturing him. 


A Man that has a perpetual Thirſt upon him 
gratifies his Palate while he is drinking, but 
that Pleaſure will not compenſate for the con- 


ſtant uneaſineſs of Craving. But I am not ſo 


much concerned in the Fly, as in the Wicked- 
neſs of this Vice. If they could thus gravely 
play the Fool without hurting others, I would 
be contented to leave them to the Enjoyment 
of their childiſh Amuſements, but they are in- 
jurious to Society, as well as to their own Souls, 
in that they will often be wanting in their Du- 
ty to their Neighbour and the Publick, and by 
encreaſing our National Wickeaueſs help to bring 
down the Anger of Heaven upon us, and ob- 
ftruf# the Succeſs of our Deſigns for the publick 
Good. For can we expect that God will go out 
with our Fleets and Armies, unleſs we look upon 
him as our beſt Friend and Benefactor, and ren- 
der ourſelves worthy of his Protection by 


eſteeming and loving and ſerving him above 
all things. 


I muſt obſerve farther upon this Head, that 
thoſe who have no Proſpect of accumulating 
Wealth, may be worldly-minded. Their Hearts 
and Affections may be equally” engaged in the 
purſuit of the Comforts, or Neceſſaries of Lite, 


as if they aimed at the greateſt Opulency; and 


ſuch a degree of Anxiety and Sollicitude is equal- 


ly inconſiſtent with the Love and Service of 


God. And this fort of Worldly-mindedneſs ſhews 
its ſelf in the loweſt Tradeſman, in the Farmer, 


in the Artificer, and the Day-Labourer, a 
SE 
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There is one Vice too common amongſt us, 
which is both the Groutbh and Parent of many 
others; I mean, the Abufe of Patronage. In a 
Treatiſe on that Subject I proved, beyond 
Contradiction, that it is a Truſt, and, conſe- 
quently, that Patrons are not at Liberty to diſ- 
poſe of their Preferments arbitrarily, but are 
obliged, in concience, to have a conſtant Re- 
gard to the Ends for which thoſe Endowments 
were granted, and to the equitable Claims of 
Merit and Capacity. Patrons are Truſtees for 
the Clergy, to give them their proper Wages 
and Reward; they are Truſtees for the People, 
to provide them ſuch Paſtors as are molt able 
and willing to teach them their Duty; they are 
Truſtees for Religion, to nominate ſuch Perſons 


as are moſt likely to promote it, If, therefore, 


very large Portions of eccleſiaſtical Endowments 
be given to thoſe whoſe Services in the Church 
have deſerved a much leſs Share of them, while 
others who have merited more, are but meanly 
provided for, here is a Miſapplication of pub- 
lick Money, and Injuſtice done to thoſe whoſe 
Lahours entitle them to it. If at any Time 
a Perſon ſhould be promoted to a Prefer- 
meat, not becauſe he was fitted for it, but 
becauſe the Preferment was fit for him, the 
People who are to be inſtructed by him muſt be 
great Sufferers in their religious Concerns, and 

ie Intereſt of Religion mult ſuffer with them. 
The Abule of this very important Truſt is of 
a complicated Nature, the Guilt of it propor- 
tionably aggravated, and the Conſequences of it 
highly pernicious in many Reſpects. I eould 
fay a great many ſevere Things on this Head, 
which I would defy all the Wit of Man to gain- 
ſay, but I have ſuggeſted Hints ſufficient to 
put conſcientious Perſons upon thinking of it 
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in a very ſerious Way. The Commonneſs of 
2 Practice may leſſen People's Abhorrence of 
it, and the Number of Offenders may ſerve to 
keep one another in Countenance; but nei- 
ther Prackite, nor Numbers, nor Characters, 
can alter the Nature of Things. I am fully con- 


vinced that the Abuſe * this Truſt has been 


one of the grand Cauſes of the Decay of Re- 
gion, and that a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
it would be one of the moſt likely of all 
natural Means of recovering it. I fhall add 
no more than this, viz. that at the great Tri- 
bunal at the laſt Day, all Patrons will be 
aſked fome Queſtions which many of them 
will not be able to anſwer, in any other Way 
than by Silence and Confuſion. 
But there 1s a Vice behind, more 

more provoking and daring than any that I 
have mentioned, which, I fear, is not fo un- 
common as it is heinous. Every Vice is an act 
of Diſobedience to the Authority, and inju- 
rious to the Honour of God. The neglect of 
Prayer, eſpecially of publick Worſhip, is refu- 

ſing to make an Acknowledgement of his Pro- 
vidence, and is tempting him to leave us deſti- 
tute of his Protection and Bleſſing. An actual 
Denial of his Exiſtence and Government is a 
kind of voluntary OnutlaSry; but to acknow- 
ledge his Being, and bid open Defiance to his 
Power, this is an Inſult that not only de- 
ſerves, but demands and challenges God to make 
bare his Arm, and ſend the audacious Rebel in- 
to the next World to repent in Chains of Dark- 
neſs. Of this outrageous Nature is the Sin of 


Perjury; and of the commonneſs of this outrage- 


ous Vice our Places and Offices, not to ſay our 
Courts of Fuftice, are a ſtanding Witneſs. I 
my ſelf often hear People talk of taking an 
D 2 F Oath 
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Oath, as of a Matter of Form, and of an in- 
different Nature; and I am well informed, that 
it is become a cuſtomary thing with Perſons to 
take an Oath, not only without due Seriouſneſs, 
but even in a ludicrous manner, as if it were a 
Trifle below a grave Reflection. And, conſi- 
dering the heedleſs Temper of Mankind, the 
frequency of Oaths, and the ſlovenly manner of 


adminiſtring them, it is the leſs to be wondered 


at, that Men ſhould loſe that Awe with which 


ſuch a folemn act of Religion would naturally 


ſtrike their Minds. I make no ſcruple to de- 
clare that this is a Scandal to our Conſtitution, 
and the greateſt Injury to the publick Welfare. 
For what can be more 1rreligious than to leſſen 
the Reyerence of Oaths? Or what can be more 
injurious to the Society than to deſtroy their 
grand Security foryall the Bleſſings of it? One 
can hardly tell which to wonder at moſt in mo- 
dern Policy, the Wickedneſs, or the Folly of it. 
Great Pains have been taken to weaken the In- 
fluence of Oaths by ruining Religion, and yet at 
the ſame time they have. been multiplying them 
while they do ag thing that may render them 
inſignificant. ' But there is one thing more to be 
ad mired than even their egregious ickedneſs, or 
Folly : ; I mean, the Goodneſs of God, not only in 
bearing fo much with ſuch outrageous Impiety, 
bur in reſtraining the Licentious, who have no 
Reſtraints from Conſcience, and many Tempta- 
tions from Nature and Condition, often to ſwear 
their fellow Subjects out of their Fortunes, their 
Lives, or Liverties. To this over-ruling Power 


is it owing, that, when Bribery and Subornation 


of Evidence are ſo much practiſed, and there is 
ſuch a general Inclination to receive Bribes, the 
Conſcquences are not more fatal. I hope the 
Legiſlature, for the Honour of their Maker, 

Cut 
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out of regard to the Good of the Publick, and 
their own Safety, will confider how to recover 
to Oaths their due Reverence and Force. In- 
deed, all other Methods muſt be ineffectual un- 
eſs Men have a juſt and awful Senſe of God; 


t the making this Appeal to him ſo very . 


common and familiar neceſſarily tends to weaken 
the ſolemnity of it. Beſides, taking unneceſſary 
Oaths is vain Swearing, ; and all Oaths are un- 
neceſſary where the Ends of Society may be 
anſwered without them. And that this is the 
Caſe, will appear from what I have obſerved 
concerning the neceſſary Effects of Familiarity. 
For, if this renders them cheap, their Force in 
general being weakened, the Society will loſe 
more in Matters of great Weight than it can 
in in leſſer ones. 

The next and laſt Article that I ſhall mention, 
tho? it be not in its Nature ſo exceeding ſinful, 
nor in its Conſeqhyences ſo fatal, is, however, very 
criminal, argues 4 very great Want of Religion, 
and makes all the other Vices the. more danger- 
ous, becauſe it makes a Reformation the more 
difficult; I mean, |a general Unconcernedneſs a- 
bout theſe Things; for unleſs Men have ſuch a 
Feeling and warn Senſe of them, as to have 
their Indignation raiſed, and their Fears awaken- 
ed, it is impoſſible that they ſhould exert 
themſelves in their ſeveral Capacities with pro- 
per Vigour. But what Signs do we ſee in their 
Behaviour and Conduct of their being thus in- 
wardly affected? We know in what Manner 
the Paſſions of Anger and Hatred expreſs 
themſelves, by Looks and Words, in other In- 
ſtances ; and if they were heartily incenſed a- 
gainſt Vice, and had a juſt Hatred of it, thoſe 
Paſſions would appear in the fame Manner, 
upon that Occaſion, If Men have any * 
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1 Intereſt at Heart, we know with what Induſtry 
0 and Earneſtneſs, with what Courage and Per- 
4 ſeverance they will purſue it; and the ſame 
| hearty Concern for the Intereſt of Religion 
} and Virtue would produce as great Activity and 
= Reſolution in promoting them. We know how 
| tender Men are of the Reputation of an earthly 
Friend, or Benefactor; how quick to reſent, 
how forward to revenge any Injury done to it; 
and ſhould not their Concern for the Honour 
of their Creator and Redeemer be proportiona- 
bly greater, as he is ſo much kinder to us than 
it is poſſible for us to be to one another? But 
is this commonly the Caſe? Or, rather, do we 
not uſually ſee the very reverſe of it? When 
a Man hears another ſwear and curſe, does he 
ſeem ſo much affected? Is he equally ready to 
do Juftice upon the Offender for fo great an In- 
dignity offered to God? Nay, does he ſeem 
to take Notice of it at all, with any Grief, or 
Indignation ? And, as to any Attempt towards 
getting him puniſhed, it is fo unuſual a Thing, 
that the very Singularity of it renders agy In- 
formation difreputable. Does any other Vice 
occaſion a juft Grief and Reſentment ? On the 
contrary, as far as I have ſeen of Mankind. 
they are, moſt of them, perfectly indifferent 
and unmoved, If they do expreſs any Diſlike, it 
is with the greateſt Coldneſs. If they make any 
Attempt towards ſuppreſſing it, they do it with 
the greateſt Indolence ; are ſoon tired, ſoon 
- diſcouraged by the Appearance of Trouble, of 
Difficulty, of Danger, or Expence. As to the 
Conſequence of the Prevalency of Impiety and 
Irreligion upon the Welfare of the Society, ei- 
ther from their natural Tendency, or from the 
Judgments of Heaven, few ſeem to be affected 
with any Apprehenſions of that Kind, They 
8 are 
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| are as inſenſible of its pernicious, as they are of 
its adioug Nature. | 

And, now, this being 


2 true Accouat of the 


general Diſpoſition of the Nation, of ſome of 


the beſt Part of it, (for many are profeſſed 
Friends to Vice, and Enemies to Virtue; very 

induſtrious to diſcountenance the one, and pro- 
pagate the other) what a melancholy Proſpect 


does it afford to a conſidering Perſon ? What 


Reaſon have we to expect that God will give 
himſelf any Concern for the Safety and Welfare 
of a Nation who are ſo unconcerned for his Ho- 
nour? Nay, what Reaſon have wenotto fear that 
he will make an Example of ſuch Hypocrites, 
who pretend to have a Senſe of Religion while 
they do little -or nothing to ſhew it? And our 
Panger, as I obſerved, is the greater becauſe 


there is hardly a poſſibility, in the ordinary 


Courſe of things, but that we ſhall grow worſe 
and worſe for want of the common Means of 
Reformation, The poorer ſort of People are 


fo illiterate that it is difficult to give them any 


Notion of Religion; the generality of the 
faſhionable Claſs are as-much above it, as the 
others are be/ow it. The former are almoſt in- 


capable, and the latter areas impatient of any Ad- 


vice, or Improvement, and take care to pre- 
vent ſuch Uneaſineſs by keeping out of the way 
of it. What little Religion remains in the Na- 
tion lies in the middle Region, but it is very 
much impaired by its Communication with two 
ſuch infectious Borderers. And if ye make it 
neceſſary for God to viſit us for our Sins, our Vi- 


ſitation will be the heavier, becauſe our Sins are 
greatly agravated, by reafon of the ſingular Ad- 
vantages, and the extraordinary Means of Im- 
provement with which God has bleſſed this Na- 
tion. If Men be ignorant here, it is under the 

| 2 RgKreateſt 


can be had; our Religion profeſſed in 
Purity, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered. 
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— Light that any People i in the World 
enjoy; the Word of God in every one's Hands; 
the beſt helps towards underſtanding it ; and the 
greateſt variety of the moſt excellent Books writ- 
ten in Explanation of the Doctrines and Duties 
of Chriſtianity. If they be without the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Grace to enlighten their Minds and 


mend their Hearts, it is under all the Mens that 
ſt 


gre 


Thus I have taken Notice of ſome of the 
moſt notorious and provoking of our National 
Vices. God knows, I could have made the Ca- 
talogue much longer, but the Reckoning, as I 
have ſtated it, is heavy and black enough to 
awaken our Fears. Compare our publick Con- 
dition with the State of thoſe: Nations who have 
been chaſtiſed by the avenging Hand of God, 
and then tell me whether we have not too- much 
Reaſon to expect the ſame Fate. If any one 
be diſpoſed to differ with me, lethim, if he can, 
diſprove any of the Propoſitions that I have laid 
down, concerning God's moral Attributes, the Hi- 
* ſtory of his providential Diſpenſations, the State of 
the Ne:ion, or the Concluſion. drawn from them. If 
he does not care to enter into the Merits of the 
Cauſe let him, at leaft, have the modeſty to be ſi- 
lent. Youknow, [ have always preached this Doc- 
trine to you, ever ſince I came among you, in pri- 
vate, as well as in publick. I am inclined, for Rea- 
ſons which I aſſigned in my Sermon * before the 
Commons laſt 2gth of May, to hope that God, in 
Mercy, will not ſuffer us to go on and fill up the 
Meaſure of our Iniquities, and therefore ſince we 
are beyond the reach of ordinary Means to re- 
claim us, there is the more Reaſon to think that 
kind Providence, like a good F _—_ will give us 
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fome proper Corrections to awaken and ſvften us. 
However, as we know not the Time of his Vis 
ſitations, it is our Buſineſs to endeavour to ap- 
peaſe the Divine Wrath, to try to avert thoſe im- 
pending Judgments, which hang over our Heads, 
and obtain the Divine Protection, which is ne- 
ceſſary to the Safety of all States. And, there- 


fore, I ſhall conclude with telling you what I 


apprehend to be your Duty on this Occaſiome 

If I were ſpeaking to Gentlemen of large 
Fortunes and extenfive Influence, I would ad- 
viſe them to make uſe of all the Advantages of 
their Situation to reſtrain Vice and promote 
Virtue, to countenance all good Undertakings, 
and aſſiſt thoſe who have Honeſty and Zeal 
enough to engage in them ; to be Examples of 
Tategrity and Piety to their Inferiors; to keep 
up a Senſe of Religihy in their Families, which 
cannot fail of ſpreading. itſelf, not only among 
their Children and Servants, but among their Te- 
nants and Neighbours ; particularly to be con- 
ſtant in their Attendance upon publick Worſhip, 
which is be great Means of Religion, and the 
moſt likely Way to procure. the Bleſſing of Provi- 
dence upon the Community. | 
If I were addreſſing myſelf to any in the Ma- 


giſtracy, I would exhort them to uſe their Au- 


thority as well as their Credit, for the Service 
of Religion and Virtue; for by fuch a Behavi- 
our they will act as becomes their Station. 
Whoever promotes Religion and Virtue, and 


checks Vice moſt, will execute his Commiſſion 


the moſt faithfully : And, however the Indo- 
lent and the Timorous map flatter their Con- 
ſciences into a falſe Peace, they muſt be an- 
ſwerahle for all the Good that by their Vigilance 
and Activity they might have done, and for all 
the Evil that they might have prevented. 


(26) 
Bar, though you, my Brethren, are not clothed 


with civil Power, oo” have, all, ſome Influence 


in your Families, and in your Neighbourhood, 
In your Families, you havè ſome Authority over 
— Children and Servants; among your Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance, you have the Influence ' 
2 yu Intereſt and Credit. The former you can 
and: ; the latter you can pr rudently reprove 
— Suk iſe: And every poſſible Way by which any 
one, let his Station be what it will, can promote 
Piery and Virtue, or the Happineſs 0 his Brother, 
he is obliged to uſe. Thou ſbalt in any wiſe rebuke 
zhy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin «pon him, this 
Precept is not reſtrained to the Clergy, but extends 
itſelf to all Mankind. The Law of Charity binds 
it upon you. If you ſaw any one in Danger of fall- 
ing into a Pit, or down a Precipice, would you not 
endeavour to prevent his Ruin? Much more ought 
you to endeavour to prevent his eternal Deſtruc- 
tion. Every one prays, that God's Will may be 
done on Earth as it is in Heaven, and is not every 
one bound to do every Thing in his Power towards 
the Succeſs of his Prayers? The Laws of Society 
hy a farther Obligation upon you to uſe your ut- 
moſt Endeavours to 2 — Religion and Virtue, 


imescall for all your Induſtry, Prudence, and Vi- 
. The Kingdom is very wicked. Cities and 
large Towns are the moſt corrupted. In this 
Place,. I am fure, there is much Vice, among the 
lower Sort, and many Diſorders ; and much might 
be done towards reſtraining and regulating them, if 
thoſe of the beſt Underitanding and moſt Weight 
among you would enter into concerted Meaſures, 
and heartily join in putting them in Execution. I 
muſt deal plainly with you, and tell you, that the 
Reaſon why you do not ſet about it is, becauſe you 


have not a 9 tender Senſe of your *, 
l 
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If you had but half as much Zeal for the Honour 
of God, and the Intereſt of Religion, as you have 
for your own Credit and Intereſt; if you were half 
as intent upon, ferving your Maker, to whom you _ 
owe every Thing, as you are to get Money, you 
would try all poſſible Means to prevent the iafa- 
mous Prophanation of the Sabbath in this Town, 
and rectify other Irregularities that are not only a 
Reproach to a Chrifian, but a Scandal to any Civil 
Society. I have aſſured many of you, that I am 
ready to concur with you; but an Attempt of that 
Nature, without your Aſſiſtance, would be attend- 
ed with no other Effect than the Loſs of that E- 
ſteem and Affection, which alone can give me any 
Influence among you... For my own Sake, I ſhould 
be loth to loſe them, becauſe they are my Comfort 
and my Glory. For your Sakes, likewiſe, I am very 
defirous to-preſ-rve them, as they give me the more 
Power to do you good. But while I am labouring 
to perſuade you to reform others, I maſt remind 
you that the Reformation mult begin, where Cha- 
rity. always begins, and too often ends, at Home. 
If you mean to prevent the Prophanation of the 
Sabbath, you mult keep it yaurſelves. If you mean 
to perſuade others to be conſtant at Church, you 
mult ſet the Example, as well as give Advice, If 
you mean, with any Succeſs, to regulate diſorderly 
Houſes, they will expect to ſee Temperance and 
ood Order in your own Houſes and Behaviour. 
My Brethren, I have nom diſcharged my own 
Conſcience in telling you your Duty. If you will 
ſtil] remain idle and unconcerned for the. Honour 
of God, the. Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of 
your Neighbours,. your Blood will be on your own 
Heads, [ee ye to it. | 
Before I conclude, I muſt dire& myſelf to thoſe 
whoſe Circumſtances may not, perhaps, give them 
much Influence over others. L mutt inform * | 


that they may FP ſomething towards averting 
7 God's Judgments, by reforming their ποn Families 
| fee and themſelves, which can hardly fail of having 
ſome Effect upon their Acquaintance ; however, 
Ul it will give them an Intereſt with the Almighty, 
FS The loweſt 4-:ificer, the Farmer, the Day-labourer, 
any one may be juſt, and temperate, and honeſt, 
and pious, Even the Beggar, tho? clothed in Rags, 
| can have his Mind adorned with the Roe ef Righ- 
A Treouſneſs, He can ſend up his Prayers for his Coun- 
try with as much Faith and Ardency as the great. 
eſt Monarch, and his Prayers will as ſoon be ac- 
cepted at the Throne of Heaven. By thus uniting ' 
together in a good Life, and a conftant Courſe of 
Devotions, we ſhall have a ffanding Force much 
more impenetrable than the cloſeſt Phalanx; much 
uy more powerful than Fleets and Armies and all the 
il Implements of War. We ſhall then make Omni; 
\ | potence our Friend; and who can thunder with a 
Voice like his? If God be for us, who can be apainſt 
| 5 2 If this Nation were, all, gra- Chriſtian, ftrit- 
„ iy pious and virtuous, I ſhould be under no Appre- 
[A  Henſfions from a Junction of all the Powers on 
Fl). Earth againſt us. I would take up the Words of 
the Prophet, Say ye not a Confederacy, to al 
« them to whom this People ſhall ſay a Confeds 
<« racy ; neither fear ye their Fear, nor be afra{@. 
« Sanctify the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, ang 
Him be your Fear, and let Him be your M 
« Truſt ye in the Logp for ever, ff 
LORD JEHOVAH is EVER 


ed all Flonour, Mig, 
nd Dominion. 7 
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